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people of France, and that neither army nor
treasury could stand any great upheaval.

While he was speaking Louis XV entered and
asked him what he thought of Starhemberg's
letter; the abbe revealed his pessimistic views and
put forward the causes of his fears and hesitation,
backing up his arguments with sound reasoning.
But the king impatiently interrupted him with:
"I see that you, like the others, are hostile to the
Hungarian queen!"

Bernis spoke up and tried to convince the king;
after a few minutes Louis exclaimed: "Oh well,
we'll have to send a word of approval to Starhem-
berg, but tell him that we won't listen to him."

"That is not my sentiment, Sire," the abbe re-
plied, "Your Majesty has every interest in inform-
ing himself on the intentions of the Viennese
Court; but one must be careful what answer is
given."

Louis XV had wanted an agreement with
Austria for a long time; and he felt a keen sympathy
with Marie-Therese who roused his admiration by
her heroism, intelligence, strength of purpose, and
her family virtues. He could not be unaware of
the people's hostility to such projects; and he
found the same hostility in his councils, where
Machault and Sechelles were loud in their hatred
of the empire. So for six months there had been
secret parleys; the Prince de Conti, Mme de Pom-
padour, Bernis, Choiseul, Starhemberg and Kaunitz
were the only people in the secret; and no indis-
cretion troubled what must necessarily be a